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James 5:6, 7
"Humble yourselves, therefore, under God's mighty hand, that he may lift you up in due time. Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares for you".
Embracing humility and off-loading anxiety are not disconnected ideas, and they are certainly not random commands. In God's great love for us and his desire to be our refuge, he offers us this gift of peace. Accepting his gift requires our participation and self-awareness.
The way Satan works, is that when we righteously have a sense of responsibility, we spend some mental effort trying to think of a solution. If a ready solution doesn't come to us, we keep thinking and thinking and thinking and thinking.... Then the over-thinking turns into worrying and worrying turns into fretting. Satan loves to lead our well-meaning responsible natures toward frustration.
Psalm 37:8
...do not fret--it only leads to evil.
It takes humility to accept that we cannot be or find the solution to every problem before us. Trusting God when we can see no progress in a resolution takes trust and humility. God loves us and offers us this peace through embracing humility and abandoning anxiety--beginning and ending on our knees for as long as it takes!
*****
Something within us resists accepting what we cannot understand or explain. This combination of fear and pride is the barrier to faith. Humility causes us to acknowledge the limitations of our own "reasoning"and enables us to embrace the Word of God--which goes beyond our understanding, but not against it. Trust in God is where comfort of heart and inexpressible joy intertwine.
*******
Does your God sit on a mercy seat (Heb. 9:5, ASV) or a judgment seat?
In our human reasoning it is hard to reconcile mercy and judgment. We each have a bias toward one or the other. Comprehending the true nature of God is a lifetime work. And at the end, we'll have only touched the hem of the garment.
[bookmark: _GoBack]What we can know for sure is that the heart of God is to pardon us at all costs--even at the cost of the life of His Son.
"Mercy triumphs over judgment." James 2:13

*******
It seems odd at first glance that when Jesus revealed to Peter what the end of Peter's life would look like that Peter's reply was essentially to point at John and ask, "What about him?" (John 21:18-23)
Really??? Instead of being stunned into silence or asking more questions, Peter wondered about someone else?
We can live our lives in a constant state of comparison to others without even knowing it. Our standards of what is right or fair or cool or--the list goes on---can be dominated by a comparison to worldly standards. (II Cor. 10:12)
It is imperative, if we are to grow in the Lord, to fix our eyes on Jesus as the only standard by which we measure our lives. this is not to make us feel inferior (which worldly comparisons can do), but to allow us to be inspired by the goal for which we aim. And also, to be grateful for the grace that gives us His righteousness in place of our own!
